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SUBJECT: EL SALVADOR'S REACTION TO CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
HONDURAS ON BORDER AND OTHER QUESTIONS 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2118 

1 . ALTHOUGH PRESS COVERAGE ON SALVADORAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
RODRIGUEZ PORTHS TRIP TO LIMA ON MAY 3 TO CONDUCT TALKS ON 
EL SALVADOR-HONDURAS BORDER DISPUTE HAS NOT BEEN OVERLY 
EXTENSIVE, THE TRIP HAS BEEN FULLY REPORTED IN ALL NEWSPAPERS. 

THE NEWS ARTICLES HAVE GENERALLY GIVEN A "BUSINESS AS USUAL" 

ASPECT TO FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER ALVARO ERNESTO MARTINEZ' 
REPLACEMENT BY RODRIGUEZ PORTH ON APRIL 28, AND HAVE INDICATED THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN EL SALVADOR'S POSITION CONCERN- 
ING ITS BORDER DISPUTE WITH HONDURAS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 

PRESS HAS NOT DOWNPLAYED THE DIFFICULTIES OF COMING TO A RESOL- 
UTION ON THIS DISPUTE; FOR INSTANCE, THE MAY 4 EDICTION OF THE 
AFTERNOON "DIARIO LATINO" HEADLINED QTE SALVADORAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER IN LIMA ADMITS DIFFICULTY OF RESOLVING BORDER QUESTION 
UNQTE. 

2. PRESS PLAY ON AND MEDIA INTEREST IN THE EL SALVADOR- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 02240 091 642Z 

HONDURAS BORDER DISPUTE DURING THE LAST FEW MONTHS 
HAVE TAKEN SECOND AND EVEN THIRD-PLAE IN TERMS OF 
PRIORITY. THE INTERNAL SECURITY SITUATION AND THE 
QUESTIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND CHURCH INVOLVEMENT IN 
NEWS ARTICLES AND EDITORIAL COLUMNS. NEVERTHELESS, 

REPORTING ON THE EL SALVADOR-HONDURAS NEGOTIATIONS CONCERN- 
ING THE BORDER DISPUTE AND OTHER MATTERS HAS BEEN FAIRLY COM- 
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PLETE. 

3. IN A WIDELY CIRCULATED STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ON MAY 1 . 

RODRIGUEZ PORTH SAID HE HAD "FAITH" IN THE ULTIMATE SUCCESS 

OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH HONDURAS. HE COMMENTED THAT ALTHOUGH THE 
PEACEMKAING PROCESS BETWEEN EL SALVADOR AND HONDURAS WAS 
DEPENDENT TO A LARGE EXTENT ON THE INTERVENTION OF THE MEDIATOR 
"(BUSTAMANTE Y RIVERO), THAT THIS "DOESN'T MEAN THAT 
BOTH SIDES CANNOT HAVE DIRECT TALKS FOR THE PURPOSE OF HASTENING 
THE SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM AND PRESENTING TO THE MEDIATOR WITHIN 
RECORD TIME FORMULAS FOR AN IMMEDIATE SETTLEMENT." 

4. DR. GUILLERMO TRIGUEROS, A MEMBER OF THE SALVADORAN 
DELEGATION TO THE TALKS RECENTLY CONCLUDED IN LIMA. ON THIS RETURN 
TO EL SALVADOR ON SATURDAY, MAY 6, STATED TO THE PRESS THAT HE 
WAS "OPTIMISTIC" ABOUT THE TALKS WITH HONDURAS BECAUSE OF 

THE "CORDIALITY" OF THE HONDURAN DELEGATION AT LIMA AND THE 
"DEDICATION" OF DR. JOSE LUIS BUSTAMANTE Y RIVERO. TRIGUEROS 
SAID HE COULD MAKE NO FURTHER COMMENTS AND REFERRED TO THE 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE MEDIATOR IN LIMA. THE 
COMMUNIQUE WAS PUBLISHED IN ALL MAJOR SALVADORAN NEWSPAPERS 
AND BASICALLY SET FORTH THE FACT THAT BOTH SIDES PRESENTED 
PAPERS TO MEDIATOR INDICATING AREAS OF AGREEMENT AND ISSUES 
STILL TO BE RESOLVED. 

DEVINE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, NEGOTIATIONS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, MINISTERIAL VISITS, BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANSA02240 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 97-001 8 

Format: TEL 

From: SAN SALVADOR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780578/aaaacoqk.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1 fl 1 bl al -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 SAN SALVADOR 2118 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2747851 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EL SALVADORYS REACTION TO CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH HONDURAS ON BORDER AND OTHER QUESTIONS 
TAGS: PEPR, PBOR, ES, (RODRIQUEZ PORTH, JOSE ANTONIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 f 1 1 bl al -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



